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    Abstract

        The pharmacological properties of nalorphine which are of greatest theoretical and practical value relate to the antagonism of the effects of morphine and morphine-related narcotics. As a result of studies with nalorphine, it has been possible to obtain new information which adds to our knowledge of the mechanisms of development of tolerance and physical dependence to morphine. Nalorphine has become the drug of choice in treating acute overdosage of morphine and related analgesics in the human. The use of nalorphine in obstetrics has made possible the use of morphine for its analgesic action without the major undesirable side-effect of fetal respiratory depression. The administration of mixtures of nalorphine and morphine (or related analgesics) for the routine production of analgesia may offer considerable therapeutic possibilities. There seems to be no doubt that such mixtures can be used which still possess very respectable analgesic effects but the reports are controversial (see V, 1) as to whether the nalorphine in these mixtures prevents the undesirable side-effects of the morphine such as sedation, respiratory depression, etc. in the human. Even though there may prove to be no antagonism of the acute untoward side-effects, if the development of tolerance and physical dependence to morphine is inhibited as has been suggested (see V, 5), the use of such mixtures for clinical analgesia would be very definitely advantageous providing a parallel increased sensitivity to the analgesic inhibitory action of nalorphine does not develop as has been shown for rats.
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