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    Abstract

Unstable or harmful agents, such as drugs, vitamins, flavors, pheromones, and catalysts, for use in pharmaceutics, personal care, functional foods, crop protection, laboratories, offices, and industrial processes, require stabilization against oxidation and degradation or shielding from sensitive environments. Therefore, binding them to carriers with high affinity and selectivity for targeting to the right environment and subsequent controlled release is beneficial, especially if this allows improved control of (stimulus-induced) release. Proteins often possess one or more of these properties, whereas modern biotechnology and bioinformatics provide an increasing number of tools to engineer and adapt these properties. Carrier systems are now developed that incorporate proteins as the central ligand-binding component, e.g., lectins for glucose-triggered release of glycosylated insulin and bispecific antibodies for brain targeting of drugs, but ligand-binding proteins can potentially be used in many other applications. Collectively, the proteins available in nature bind an impressive variety of ligands and non-natural analogs. In this light, various ligand-binding protein classes are surveyed, including biotin-, lipid-, immunosuppressant-, insect pheromone-, phosphate-, and sulfate-binding proteins, as well as bacterial periplasmic proteins, lectins, serum albumins, immunoglobulins, and inactivated enzymes. Disadvantages, such as enzymatic degradation or immunogenicity, associated with the pharmaceutical use of certain proteins can be avoided by incorporating these proteins in more complex carrier and targeting systems. In other applications, this may not be necessary. The enclosure of high-affinity (potentially stimulus-sensitive) binding proteins within an envelope that acts as a diffusion barrier for the ligand may provide excellent slow release. Many possibilities seem to be as yet unexplored.


Footnotes
	
↵1 Address for correspondence: F. A. de Wolf, Department of Bioconversion, Division Renewable Resources, ATO, P.O. Box 17, 6700 AA Wageningen, the Netherlands. E-mail:f.a.dewolf{at}ato.dlo.nl





	The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			PharmRev articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Pharmacological Reviews: 52 (2)]

  
  
      
      
          Pharmacological Reviews      
      
        	Vol. 52, Issue 2 1 Jun 2000 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	About the Cover
	Index by author




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Pharmacological Reviews article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Ligand-Binding Proteins: Their Potential for Application in Systems for Controlled Delivery and Uptake of Ligands



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Pharmacological Reviews



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Pharmacological Reviews.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Review ArticleReview

  
  
      Ligand-Binding Proteins: Their Potential for Application in Systems for Controlled Delivery and Uptake of Ligands
  
    	 Frits A. de Wolf and Gary M. Brett


  
    	Pharmacological Reviews June 1, 2000,  52 (2) 207-236; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Review ArticleReview

  
  
      Ligand-Binding Proteins: Their Potential for Application in Systems for Controlled Delivery and Uptake of Ligands
  
    	 Frits A. de Wolf and Gary M. Brett


  
    	Pharmacological Reviews June 1, 2000,  52 (2) 207-236; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	I. Introduction: The Concept of Ligand-Selective Carrier Proteins
	II. Survey of Ligand-Binding Protein Classes
	III. Discussion and Perspective
	IV. Summary
	Acknowledgments
	Footnotes
	Abbreviations
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      International Union of Pharmacology. XXXIX. Compendium of Voltage-Gated Ion Channels: Sodium Channels  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      International Union of Pharmacology. XL. Compendium of Voltage-Gated Ion Channels: Calcium Channels  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      International Union of Pharmacology. XLI. Compendium of Voltage-Gated Ion Channels: Potassium Channels  
  
  
  
  






Show more REVIEW

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Pharmacological Reviews
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Molecular Pharmacology
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0081 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  